
Malta opens high tech and eco-friendly 
secondary school for girls, 23. 5. 2013  
A new secondary school for girls, namely the St Ignatius College Girls’ Secondary School in 
Qormi, was recently officially opened. The school, covering two hectares of land and having 
complete accessibility facilities, is designed to accommodate one thousand students. Beside 
having fifty classrooms, the school boasts science and IT labs, technology and Home 
Economics workshops, a library and a literacy/reading area, career guidance rooms, an 800-
seat auditorium, staff rooms and administration offices. The €8 million project incorporates 
renewable energy sources, particularly solar water heaters and photovoltaic panels and the use 
of intelligent lighting systems. Rainwater is to be collected and used for gardening and 
general hygiene and washing purposes.  

The building of this new school shows the government’s commitment to a plan of building 
one new school each year. Since 2008, €33 million have been invested in the construction of 
four other new schools that are also furnished with high-level technology and prime 
educational facilities. This complements the Government’s strategy of investing heavily in 
technology within the education system. Indeed all classrooms in state schools have been 
equipped with an interactive whiteboard, all teachers are supplied with a laptop and there are 
plans to equip students with tablets incorporating educational applications and programmes. 
This facilitates the paradigm shift towards inclusion and differentiated teaching and learning.  

The school building programme complements the college system that clusters together groups 
of schools, thereby providing a smooth transition from primary to secondary level. The new 
school is situated adjacent to a boys’ school within the same College, thus facilitating the 
sharing of resources and student participation in co-ed activities. The Government’s vision is 
also for schools to be used as community centres where school facilities can be available after 
school hours for the benefit of the community and local organizations.  
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